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5. — Institutes of International Law, Public and Private. By Daniel 
Gardner. New York : John S. Voorhies. 1860. 8vo. pp. 718. 

This new and original work is decidedly American, and fills a place 
before unoccupied. It treats of an important portion of jurisprudence, 
with which every jurist, legislator, officer in the army and navy, and 
intelligent American citizen ought to be acquainted. It embraces in a 
succinct and simple form, with due reference to authorities, the law of 
nations, the inter-state and private international law of the United 
States, the American law common to our Union, and the application of 
these to public and private rights, together with certain leading princi- 
ples common to American and European jurisprudence, thus presenting 
a summary view of the special significance and effect of American law. 

The law of nations is set forth mainly on decisions of our own 
national courts, acts of our government, and opinions of our statesmen. 
. The freedom of the seas is shown to have been established in great 
part through the agency of our republic. In treating of the usages of 
war, the writer maintains, in accordance with American opinion, that 
private property, and non-combatants by sea and land, ought to be 
exempt from capture in war, — a most important desideratum in the 
recognized law of nations. 

Our inter-state and private international law are explained under 
appropriate heads, among which we may enumerate national and mu- 
nicipal navigable waters, public and private rights in the soil under 
such waters, fisheries, wharves, pilotage, franchises, dedications, cor- 
porations, alluvions, eminent domain (State and national), division and 
union of States, obstructions of law, treason, exclusive and concurrent 
jurisdiction of national courts, harmony of State and national legisla- 
tion and judicial action, bankrupt and insolvent laws, naturalization, 
foreign corporations, judgments, wills, bills of exchange and promissory 
notes, foreign laws, guardians, administrations, penalties and disabil- 
ities, foreign realty and personalty, extradition of criminals and slaves, 
public domain, assessment and tax sales, and military rule over tempo- 
rary conquests in foreign countries. The law of comity is also treated 
of in all its bearings. 

This would be an admirable text-book for military and naval 
academies and law schools, as well as for the use of merchants, ship- 
owners, common carriers, and others who specially need a practical 
acquaintance with the laws of their country. It is conservative, and 
sustains the cause of the Union by showing the true harmony of our 
State and national jurisdictions. We are glad to find in it abundant 
proof that the elementary principles of American jurisprudence are 
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largely of native growth, — the offshoots of our free institutions, and 
that in legal science we are less indebted to Europe than is usually- 
supposed. We heartily commend the work to the American public. 



6. — A Treatise on Maritime Law : including the Law of Shipping ; 
ike Law of Marine Insurance ; and the Law and Practice of Admi- 
ralty. By Theophilus Parsons, LL. D., Dane Professor of Law 
in Harvard University. In two Volumes. Boston : Little, Brown, 
& Co. 1859. Royal 8vo. pp. 780, 871. 

The publication of these massive volumes, by the eminent Dane Pro- 
fessor in Harvard University, forms an era in the history of legal bibli- 
ography. "What Dr. "Whewell's History of the Inductive Sciences is to 
the separate treatises which illustrate the departments of knowledge 
which he generalizes under the same great law, Professor Parsons's 
work will be to the heretofore disjointed members of Maritime Law, 
Shipping, Insurance, and Admiralty. The tendency of all philosophy 
is to unity, and we are glad to see the recognition and exhibition of this 
truth in legal literature. Prom the library to the bench the passage is 
natural, and should be rapid. We can well imagine the pleasure with 
which the illustrious father of the author, — Chief Justice Parsons, so 
noted in his day for his knowledge of Admiralty Law, — would have 
hailed a work like this. Here we have a systematic digest of the prin- 
ciples and applications to be found scattered in the Roman Civil Law ; 
the Consolato del Mare ; the Laws of Oleron ; the Laws of Wis- 
buy ; Cleirac's text of, and annotations to, Le Guidon, and his own Us 
et Coutumes de la Mer ; Valin's Commentary upon the Ordonnance de 
la Marine of Louis XIV. ; Roccus's admirable De Navibus et Naulo 
(by the way, well translated by that learned and excellent advocate, 
Hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll, of Philadelphia) ; the Discursus Legales of 
Casaregis ; Pothier on Maritime Contracts of Letting to Hire ; and 
the recorded decisions and other dicta of Mansfield, Story, and various 
great lights of the law. In short, the advocate and the judge can now 
obtain at a slight cost that which no money, and no amount of labor 
consistent with the discharge of the duties of a professional life, could 
previously secure to them. The necessity of a work of this character 
is amply proved in Professor Parsons's Preface to this Treatise. It is 
obvious that the Law of Shipping, and the Law of Marine Insurance, 
to be properly understood, must be considered in their connection ; that 
General Average belongs both to Shipping and Insurance, and con- 
nects the two together ; that the law of remedy or enforcement in mar- 



